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" It was conducted/* remarks Mr. Prescott,1 " over
pathless sierras buried in snow; galleries were cut for
leagues, through the living rock; rivers were crossed by
means of bridges, that hung suspended in the air ; preci-
pices were scaled by stairways, hewn out of the native bed ;
ravines of Mdeous depth were filled up with solid masonry,
In short, all the difficulties that beset a wild and moun-
tainous region, and which might appal the most courageous
engineer of modern times, were encountered and success-
fully overcome.....The broken portions that still

survive here and there, like the fragments of the great
Roman roads scattered over Europe, bear evidence to their
primitive grandeur, and have drawn forth the eulogium of
a discriminating traveller, usually not too profuse in his
panygeric, that the roads of the Incas, were amongst the*
most useful and stupendous works, ever executed by
man/ "2' If the mighty industry of this wonderful people
has so powerfully excited the admiration of the traveller in
America, the ancient achievements of the same HAMAS in
EOMA, have not less called forth the astonishment of the
most sagacious critic of modern times. I allude to the
illustrious Niebuhr, whose perspicuous view of antiquity,
unaided save by the glimmering light of the Greek and
Roman historian, took in, in its just proportions, the
venerable Temple of Time. " The reign of Tarquiniuis/'
writes that great man, "I have already remarked, is
probably separated by a great chasm from the preceding
period; for under him Rome presents quite a different
appearance from what it had before presented* The
conquests ascribed to Ancus Marcius are confined to a
very small extent of country: he made himself master of
the mouth of the Tiber, and fortified Ostia.

" But after him a state of things is described by historians

1 Prescotfca Peru* yoL L p. 59,
3 From Humboldt's Vue dea Coidilteres, p. 294.